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Charles Lavalle House (ca. 1805)

TEACHING ABOUT COLONIAL PENSACOLA

COURSE OF STUDY_______

Grade 4 U.S. and Florida History and 
Geography to 1880.

COLONIAL PENSACOLA, 1781 - 1821:

THE TWILIGHT OF SPANISH REIGN

meets several of the Sunshine State Standard benchmarks for grades 3-5, including but not limited to:  

SS. A. 1.2.2

Uses a variety of methods and sources to understand history and knows the difference between primary and secondary sources.

SS. A. 4.2.1

Understands the geographic, economic, political and cultural factors that characterized early exploration of the Americas.

SS. A.6.2.1

Understands the reasons immigrants came to Florida and the contributions of immigrants to the state’s history.

OBJECTIVES:_________ 

1.  Students will exhibit an understanding of the frontier nature of Pensacola (Florida) during the last Colonial period.

2.  Students will be able to identify the importance of geography and natural resources to the development of Pensacola (city).

3.  Students will be able to compare and contrast styles of living (architecture, clothing, food, natural resources, tools, jobs, schools, and personal responsibilities) in Colonial Pensacola and today.

NOTE TO TEACHERS__
This lesson plan was designed to complement a visit to Historic Pensacola Village, but the activities are flexible enough to be easily adapted for visits to other historic sites in Florida.  The teacher, of course, will conduct research and provide data which relates to the alternative historic site, but then it can be easily “plugged in” to these activities.


Also, this lesson and the extension lessons have been created to be “teacher friendly."  The materials and supplies are ones which probably exist in every classroom, and the lessons are open-ended, so that your particular group may move in any number of educational or conceptual directions.

MATERIALS___________
Provided:

1.
FRONTIER SETTLEMENT PLAN activity 
sheet

2 
Excerpt from Rachel Jackson’s letter

3.
Hardtack recipe

4.
TOUR REWIND activity sheet

5.
Sample POST TOUR QUESTIONS for 
class discussion with suggested answers

Needed:

1.
copies of FRONTIER SURVIVAL PLAN 
activity sheet for each group of students

2.
copies of TOUR REWIND activity sheet 
for each student.

3.
pencils

4.
clipboards (if available)

5.
plain paper or pad for note-taking

6.
several pieces of white poster board

(for big book)

7.
markers, crayons, or colored


pencils

8.
chart tablet (to list unanswered


questions)

9.
plastic straws or craft sticks 


(about 1 package per child)

VOCABULARY:________
ammunition--any item used in the discharge of a firearm, such as a cartridge or shell.

architecture--a style or design of a building.
artifact--any object made by human work,  such as a primitive tool, etc.

casualty--anyone killed or rendered ineffective in an accident or as part of a military operation.

colony-- a group of people living in a land away from their parent country, but still under its control.

frontier--a region in a country that marks the furthest point of settlement.
garrison-- the military force stationed in a fort or town.

governor--an official who is appointed or elected to administer a province or territory.

indigenous-- something that occurs naturally in a specified place.
inhabitants--a person or animal living in a specific place.
immigrant--one who comes into a new country, especially to settle there.

museum-- building, room, etc., for exhibiting artistic, historical or scientific objects.

natural resource--a resource made by and found in nature.
population--all the people in a country or region.

preserve—to maintain or protect from harm or damage.

redoubt--an enclosed temporary fortification.
replica--a copy of an original.

restoration--to return to a former or natural/normal state, to rebuild or remake in its original form.

sesquicentennial---a 150th anniversary or its celebration.
subsistence--living in modest means.
timber-- wood for building houses, ships, etc.

village--a community smaller than a city.

TIMEPOSTS___________
Because students often have difficulty understanding time depth, it is important to orient them to the time period being discussed.  The following Timeposts will help take the class back in time.


1995 - Florida celebrated its

sesquicentennial


1991 - United States fights in 

the Gulf War.

35 years ago (1960s) - John F. Kennedy is  sworn in as youngest man ever 
elected president.


50 years ago (1940s) - World War II raged 
on several continents.


75 years ago (1920s) - Prohibition was in 
effect and flappers were all the rage.


100 years ago (1890s) - The railroads of 
Henry Plant and Henry Flagler make their 
way across Florida.


150 years ago (1840s) - Florida was 
admitted to the Union as a state (1845).


175 years ago (1820s) - Andrew Jackson 
takes possession of Pensacola and a unified 
Florida from the Spanish.

200 years ago (1790s) - Bill of Rights 
ratified (1791).


210 years ago (1780s) - Pensacola 
surrendered to the Spanish army led by  
Bernardo de Galvez (1781).

Setting the Stage:________

Use Timeposts section above to take the class back into the past.  When the class is comfortable with the chronology of events, explain to the students that Pensacola was once a colony on what was once the frontier.


Locate Pensacola on both a map of Florida and a general map of the U. S.


Read aloud the excerpt from Rachel Jackson’s letter about Pensacola.


Begin a class discussion by asking tour students what they think is going on in this letter.


A suggested interpretation of the excerpt is that people are leaving Pensacola and are very upset about it.


Ask the students if they know the nationality of the people Mrs. Jackson talks about in her letter.


Spanish.


Overall, Rachel Jackson’s letter is a good description of what was going on in Pensacola while the city was being handed over from the Spanish settlers to the American settlers led by Andrew Jackson.  17  July 1821 marked the end of Spanish reign in Pensacola and the official transfer of the territory.


Ask your students to imagine how they might feel if this had happened to them.  Be sure to stress the decades-long Spanish cultural influences on Pensacola.


Obvious answers might be as simple as sad or happy.  Ask the students to back up their answer with solid reasoning.

***************************************
Excerpt from Rachel Jackson’s letter to Mrs.

Eliza Kingsley, Pensacola, 23rd July, 1821:

“O, how they burst into tears to see the last ray of hope departed of their devoted city and country--delivering up the keys of the archives, the vessels lying at anchor, in full view, to waft them to their distant port.  Next morning they set sail under convoy of the Hornet, sloop of war, Anne Maria, and the Tom Shields.  How did the city sit solitary and mourn.  Never did my heart feel more for any people.  Being present, I entered immediately into their feelings.  Their manners, laws, and customs all changed and really a change was necessary.”

***************************************

Introduce the students to the end of the Spanish era in Pensacola using the information in the section PENSACOLA DURING THE TWILIGHT OF SPANISH RULE.

PENSACOLA DURING THE TWILIGHT OF 

SPANISH RULE


The second, and final, Spanish Period in Pensacola began in 1781 and was the direct result of the military initiative of Bernardo de Galvez.  At the time, Pensacola was a British possession, and Britain was at war with the new United States.  This seemed a perfect time for Spain to take less covert action, such as sending supplies along the Mississippi River, to aid the Americans.  Galvez, Spanish Governor of the Louisiana Territory, undertook an offensive to re-capture West Florida.  He captured Mobile first, and then moved east to Pensacola.


Galvez gathered a force of 3500 soldiers to oppose the 1300 British soldiers garrisoning Pensacola.  After nearly a month and a half of siege, Galvez was able to capture the town when a Spanish cannon ball struck the powder magazine in the Queen’s redoubt forcing the British to capitulate.  This ended the eighteen-year British occupation of Pensacola.


Under the British, Pensacola had flourished to some degree with a brisk trade in lumber, naval stores, and indigo that had yielded $500,000 a year.  The Spanish had hoped to continue this prosperity, but were unable to maintain the momentum.  The Spanish considered Pensacola to be the frontier and indeed the city was an outpost and had a garrison stigma associated with it that discouraged immigration, particularly of women and children.


Shortly after the return of the Spanish, all the British, including private citizens, and most of the Spanish troops departed.  One battalion of the infantry regiment of Louisiana was assigned to garrison West Florida.  At full strength, the force was authorized 460 soldiers.  Most were ordered to stay in Pensacola, although two small forces were ordered to Mobile and St. Marks.  Death, disease, and desertion took their toll on the  total number of soldiers in the garrison.


The town was bounded on three sides by wilderness and overland communication with the nearest settlements, the aforementioned Mobile and St. Marks, was by way of poorly marked trails.  The town had a civilian population of about 300. A map of this time shows about 275 houses in Pensacola primarily located outside the military installations.  The houses were made of wood and were built at a distance from each other to avoid fires.  The dirt streets were wide and spacious, but virtually impassable after torrential rain and insufferably dusty when dry.  The government houses were rather roomy and there were six wooden piers which stretched out into the bay enough to allow the landing not only of boats and launches, but also sloops and schooners.  There were many public shops with as many Asiatic and European goods as could be desired.


Over time, many of the British structures were allowed to deteriorate--worship services were held in an old warehouse because there was no money for a chapel, and the only hospital was a makeshift affair.  During yellow fever outbreaks, military barracks were hastily used as hospitals. 


A major force in the economic rebuilding of Second Spanish Period Pensacola was the Panton-Leslie Company.  One of William Panton’s partners was Creek Indian chief, Alexander McGillivray.  Much of the company’s trade was with Indians, who traded deerskin for powder, ammunition, salt and other goods.  Panton-Leslie Company also sold meat to the military garrison, and often received land in payment of old debts.  There were also two small industries--a sawmill with two saws that produced pine boards, and a brickyard owned by Mariana Bonifay and her partner, Charles Lavalle.  Paving tiles and bricks were produced there.


The beginning of the nineteenth century ushered in more prosperity for the Pensacola area--as new settlers moved into the area, many old buildings were renovated and new structures were built.  Several houses from this era still exist  and can be seen in Historic Pensacola Village (Issac Wright House, 1790s; The Suzannah Cottage, 1804; Lavalle House, 1805; Julee Cottage, 1805; Walton House, 1810).  Most houses were still of wood, with the exception of the three story, brick Panton mansion.  Although Pensacola was a Spanish territory, the largest single ethnic group at this time was French Creole.  John McQueen, a visitor in 1796, wrote:  “The inhabitants are half French and they, you know, will dance and be merry anywhere. . . .”


By 1810 the population of Pensacola had risen to about 1000 people.  There was no public market and there was not a regular supply of food except for beef, seafood, and truck vegetables.  Truck vegetables were the vegetables grown in private gardens.  There existed only a small population of artisans.  There were a few carpenters, one or two tailors, but no printers, potters, tinsmiths, coppersmiths, blacksmiths, or boot makers.  Residents depended heavily on imports for manufactured goods.


Prices for provisions in Pensacola in 1810, according to the Louisiana Gazette, were 8 cents a pound for beef, 12 cents a pound for pork, 50 cents a 100 for oysters, $12 a barrel for flour, 6.5 cents each  for eggs, 50 cents a pound for butter, 25 cents a bottle for milk in the summer (none could be found in winter) and 7.5 cents a pound for sugar.  Wages for a laboring carpenter were $2.50 a day and for a Negro for hire $1.50 a day.  Rent for a small house was $20.00 a month and board in a house was $1.25 a day or $22.00 a month.


Pensacola soon came to be prized by another country as a town worth having.  The country that came to long for control of Pensacola and Florida was the United States.  In 1814 and 1818, American soldiers under the command of Andrew Jackson invaded and captured Pensacola.  These invasions were attempts to discourage the Spanish from allowing British, Indian, and runaway slaves from using Pensacola as a sanctuary or headquarters for raids into the United States.


By 1820 Spanish Colonial power had weakened a great deal.  Spain was no longer in a position to adequately defend her colonial possessions, particularly from a new and aggressive country such as the United States.  In  1821, the Adams-Onis Treaty, which deeded East and West Florida from Spain to the United States was ratified.  An official exchange ceremony was held on 17 July 1821 between Spanish Governor Jose Callava and Andrew Jackson.  Andrew Jackson had refused to come into Pensacola until the day of the formal exchange ceremony.  His wife, Rachel, however,  was sent to Pensacola to await the ceremony.  She spent several unhappy weeks here.  A plaque on the southeast corner of Palafox and Intendencia streets marks the site of the house where she stayed.  


The difficult, conflict-filled transition from Spanish to American rule took several months.  Once, Jackson even put Spanish Governor Callava in the Calaboza (Spanish jail) for refusing to deliver needed papers.  The Jacksons left the Pensacola area after about four months.  The wide-open, frontier aspect of Pensacola was attractive to settlers.  The yellow fever epidemics, however, kept the population relatively small.  It was still hard to get to Pensacola--there was no railroad system yet, and the few roads in the area were in terrible condition.

PROCEDURE:_________
1.
Divide the class into homogeneous groups.
Ask each group to formulate a plan to settle 
a new area using the SETTLEMENT 

       PLAN WORKSHEET. 


Discuss with the students the importance of 
considering geography and available 
natural resources (water, trees, clay, etc.) in 
deciding upon a site to settle.


Ask each group to share its ideas on 
settling a new area.  Discuss with the class 
if these historical considerations would be 
as important today.

2.
Arrange for a guided tour of Historic 
Pensacola Village or other related historical 
site. 

See PLACES TO VISIT for information on other sites.

CLOSURE:____________
1.
Ask the students if they live in a colony on 
the frontier.


No.  We live in an established state of the 
United States.  Our state and country is 
well developed.
Ask the students to identify the frontiers of 

today.
The polar regions, the oceans, and space.
2.
After returning to school from your visit to 
Historic Pensacola Village, distribute a 
copy of the TOUR REWIND activity sheet 
to each student. Give the students time to 
complete the activity sheet in class.  They
may work in small groups or individually, 
and may share ideas.


When all sheets are completed, the teacher 
will collect them for further review and 
discussion in the classroom setting.  See 
sample POST-TOUR QUESTIONS for 
class discussion questions with suggested 
answers.

3.
Ask your students to reevaluate their

answers to the question about how they 

might feel if they were being made to leave 

Pensacola in 1821 (refer to SETTING

 THE STAGE).

Have their thoughts changed or remained the same?  Make sure that the students can explain their answer.

EXTENSIONS:_________
1. Students will create a “Kid’s Guide” to Historic Pensacola Village, incorporating maps, illustrations, and factual information that explain the difference between Pensacola of the past and modern Pensacola.

2.  Students will build models of a historical village being sure to include important geographical features and paying careful attention to the town layout and the location of town defenses.  Students should be able to explain their decisions.  Models may be built with clay, milk cartons, tongue depressors, craft sticks, straws, or other art materials.

3.  Students will cook, using authentic recipes from the time period and compare historical food to modern food.  To start, use the following hardtack recipe.

Mix plain flour, salt, and water together and roll it out to 3/16”  (Do not use self-rising flour)  Mixture will rise about 1/4 inch and brown on top. Cut out 2 to 2 1/4 inch squares, punch holes through the top, and you are ready to enjoy.
For an assortment of ideas, refer to Amelia Simmons’ The First American Cookbook or other similar source.

4.  Students will create an “Anachronism Museum Exhibit.”  In this exhibit, which can be open to the school’s other grade levels and parents, the students gather together contemporary items that best represent current life.  Students should write labels explaining their choices and how what that learned about the artifacts on display in the Colonial houses in Historic Pensacola Village (Florida) affected their decision on what items to include in their exhibit.

SUGGESTED READINGS:____________

Bannon, John Francis.  The Spanish 
Borderlands Frontier, 1513-1821.  
Albuquerque:  University of New Mexico 
Press, 1976.

Bowden, Jesse, Earle, Simons, Gordon N., and 
Johnson, Sandra.  Pensacola:  Florida’s 

First 
Place City.  A Pictorial History. Norfolk, 
VA:  The Donning Co., 1989.

Carpenter, Allan.  Enchantment of America:
Florida from its Glorious Past to the 
Present.  Chicago:  Children’s Press, 1965.

Ellsworth, Lucius and Linda.  Pensacola, the 
Deepwater City.  Tulsa, OK:  Continental 
Heritage Press, Inc., 1982.

Florida Historical Quarterly,  Vol. XXXVII, nos. 
3 and 4.  Jacksonville, FL: Florida 
Historical Society, 1959.

Fradin, Dennis B.  Florida in Words and 
Pictures.  Chicago:  Children’s Press, 1980.

Hale, John.  Age of Exploration. New York:  
Time-Life Books, 1971.

McGovern, James R., Ed.  Andrew Jackson and

Pensacola.  Pensacola. FL:  Jackson Day

Sesquicentennial Committee, 1974.

Martin, Patricia Miles.  Andrew Jackson. New 
York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1966.

Newell, William Wells.  Games and Songs of 
American Children.  New York:  Dover 
Books, Inc., 1963.

Simmons, Amelia.  The First American 
Cookbook. New York:  Oxford University 
Press, Inc., 1984.

Stockham, Peter. Early American Crafts and 
Trades.  New York:  Dover Publishing, 
Inc., 1976.

MAIN IDEAS___________

· Pensacola was a colonial possession of Spain.

· Pensacola was the site of an American Revolution era battle.

· The frontier is not just represented in the towns of the American Old West:  early European settlements by explorers were considered to be on the frontier.

· Living on the frontier required settlers to be very self-sufficient.

· Geography is very important in deciding on a location to live.

· The nearby location of natural resources is important to the survival, growth, and economic development of a settlement.

· Technology has made improvements in our everyday life.

PLACES TO VISIT:_____

Brief information regarding colonial and frontier era museum and historic sites follows.  Before visiting, call to determine the suitability of the place for your class and the nature and extent of colonial and frontier era displays.  Some places charge admission fees.

Historic Pensacola
P. O. Box 12866
Pensacola, FL 32576-2866

(850) 595-5985 x100

www.historicpensacola.org
Castillo de San Marcos National Monument

1 Castillo Drive

St, Augustine, FL 32084

(904) 829-6506, ext 227 M-F, ext 234 weekends

e-mail:  casa_ranger_activities@nps.gov
www.nps.gov/casa/
Fort Mantanzas National Monument

8635 Highway A1A South

St. Augustine, FL 32080

(904) 471-0116

e-mail:  foma_site_supervisor@nps.gov

www.nps.gov/foma/
Oldest House and the Museum of Florida’s Army

271 Charlotte Street

St. Augustine, FL 32084

(904) 824-2872

www.oldcity.com/oldhouse/

The Spanish Quarter

P.O. Box 210

St. Augustine, FL 32085

(904) 825-5033

De Soto National Memorial

P.O. Box 15390

Bradenton, FL 34280

(941) 792-0458

www.nps.gov/deso/

St. Lucie County Historical Museum

414 Seaway Drive

Fort Pierce, FL 34950

(561) 462-1795

http://www.st-lucie.lib.fl.us/museum.htm
Fort Caroline National Memorial/Timucuan Preserve
12713 Fort Caroline Road

Jacksonville, FL 32225

(904) 641-7155

http://www.nps.gov/foca/
Kingsley Plantation

11676 Palmetto Ave.

Jacksonville, FL 32226

(904) 251-3537

San Marcos de Apalache State Historic Site

1022 Desoto Park Drive

Tallahassee, FL 32301

(850) 925-6216 (850) 922-6007

SETTLEMENT PLAN

WORKSHEET SUGGESTED ANSWERS
How would you get to the frontier?


Past:  horse and wagon, ship, walk.

Today:  drive, fly, train, ship.

How are they different?  Past 
transportation was slower and less reliable.
What kinds of skills would you need to survive on the frontier?


Past:  navigational, carpentry, agricultural, 
surveying, military, domestic (cooking, 
weaving), medicinal, hunting and trapping.

Today:  ability to operate heavy equipment, 
engineering skills, knowledge of electricity 
and plumbing and sewer operation, skill at 
operating electronics like Global 
Positioning Systems.


How are they different?  Past skills 
depended a great deal on manual ability 
where skills of today are more technical.
What geographic considerations would be important when deciding on a site for your 

frontier home?


Past:  temperate climate, access to water 
ways, location of wildlife, soil conditions, 
availability of building materials.

Today:  geographic considerations are less 
important today because technology has 
allowed people to adapt to almost every 
environment and improvements in 
transportation mean that even remote 
areas have some access to needed supplies.

How are they different?  Technology has 
advanced people’s ability to adapt to all 
different parts of the earth and expanded 
the places that they can settle.
What indigenous natural resources would be important to have nearby when selecting your new homestead?


Past:  water, trees, mineral wealth, 
fertile

soil to grow food, and an abundance of 
wildlife to hunt.

Today:  the location of fossil reservoirs 
such as oil and natural gas.


How are they different?  Geographic 
resources are easier to share globally 
today  due to the introduction of machines 
to transportation.  Most needed supplies 
can be brought in if not available in the 
vicinity.
What difficulties might you face when communicating with other settlements,

arranging transportation, etc.


Past:  no phones, no radio, no tv, very long 
distances over which to send messages with 
slow transportation.

Today: so long as people have access to 
power to operate radios, it is possible to 

reach just about anywhere.  Helicopters are 
capable of reaching even the remotest area 
if they can find an area to land.


How are they different:  today 
communication is possible from almost any 
location with the right equipment..  

Machine powered transport has made it 

possible to go almost anywhere.
TOUR REWIND ACTIVITY SHEET SUGGESTED ANSWERS

Rooftop drawings:


Drawing 1--Julee Cottage


Drawing 2--Lavalle House


Drawing 3--Tivoli House

Riddles:


1.
Colonial Well


2
Sugar Cone


3.
Julee Cottage

SAMPLE POST-TOUR QUESTIONS FOR CLASS DISCUSSION WITH SUGGESTED ANSWERS
Why do you think most of the structures in the Village are wooden?  


Trees were a plentiful natural resource.

Do you notice how bricks were used in this time period?  


They were primarily used for wells, 
chimneys, streets, and sidewalks.

Why do you think they used bricks?  


Bricks were made from local materials in a 
local brickyard.

Why do you think many of these homes have front porches?  


The front porch was a “social” gathering 
place during this time period.  Also, 
porches helped houses stay cooler.

Most of these homes have chimneys--why were chimneys important and what were their uses?  


They were used for some cooking, heating, 
and 
processes requiring heat, i.e., candle-
making.

Many of these homes are much smaller than our present-day homes, even though large families may have lived in them.  Why do you think the sizes differ?  


These buildings were an affordable size to 
build; it was common for rooms to be 
multi-purpose, such as a living 
room/bedroom area, and often several 
siblings slept together, so multiple 
bedrooms were not required; they typically 
did not own many possessions, so extra 
storage space was not essential.
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FRONTIER SETTLEMENT PLAN

NAME








	
	PAST
	TODAY
	HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT?

	How would you get to the frontier?
	
	
	

	What kinds of skills would you need to survive on the frontier?
	
	
	

	What geographic considerations would be important when deciding on a site for your frontier home?


	
	
	

	What indigenous natural resources would be important to have nearby when selecting your new homestead?
	
	
	

	What difficulties might you face when communicating with other settlements, arranging transportation, etc.?
	
	
	




TOUR REWIND
A review of your tour through Historic Pensacola Village

Tourist  ______________________________                     Date  _______________________________
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      _______________                                         _______________                               _______________

*Look at the drawing of these rooftops.  Please put the correct name under each drawing.  Choose from:  Lavalle House (1805), Julee Cottage (1805), Tivoli House (1805).

**RIDDLES**

See if any of these suggested answers complete the riddles below:  Dorr House, Tivoli House, Julee Cottage, pond, colonial well, gopher hole, loaf of bread, waffle, sugar cone

1.  I am a hole in the ground enclosed by a fence.  I was once all wet, but now I am dry.  What am I?

2.  I am kind of shaped like a triangle, but rounder.  I am very sweet.  People used to have to break pieces off me to cook with.  What am I? 

3.  I am a small, unpainted wooden house.  I was owned by “a free woman of color.”  I was built in 1805.  What am I?_____________________________________________.

**Household Items Chart**

List five items which were used as a part of daily life in any of the sites you visited.  Are they still in use today?  Have they changed?  How?  Please complete the chart below.

                    Item:                                       Has it changed?                                                                 How?

1.__________________________________________________________________________________

2.__________________________________________________________________________________

3.__________________________________________________________________________________

4.__________________________________________________________________________________

5.__________________________________________________________________________________

On the BACK OF THIS PAPER, draw a picture of your favorite house on the tour.  Be sure to put its name and date, your name, your teacher’s name, and the date, and to add as many details as possible.

Rooftop drawings by Jason C. Jernigan
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